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| want to have a voice
| care about the future
| want to make an IMPACT

World IBD Day, led by patient organizations representing 32
countries on four continents, is officially marked on May 19,
2011. Patient groups from 26 European nations, the United
States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Brazil and Uruguay
are working together to draw awareness to IBD.

IBD, which stands for inflammatory bowel diseases,
is comprised of Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis —
two serious, chronic digestive diseases that affect five
million people worldwide (2.2 million in the EU
alone). There is no cure, no known cause, and little public
understanding of the pain and chronic suffering with which
IBD patients courageously cope every day of their lives.

United We Stand @




The European Federation of Crohn’s & Ulcerative Colitis As-
sociations (EFCCA) has recently launched the IMPACT sur-
vey which is a unique Europe-wide study aimed to discover
the true impact of IBD not only on the quality of life, but also
on the social, educational, employment, and holistic aspects
of IBD. First results from the “IMPACT” study, which is sup-
ported by an unrestricted educational grant from Abbott,
the global health care company,  show alarming figures.
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The survey is still open Days

and can be completed anonymously online at: www.survey-
solutions.co.uk/ibd-survey

On the occasion of IBD World Day, EFCCA is launching an
IBD awareness raising campaign starting with a meeting bet-
ween EFCCA members and representatives of the European
Commission’s Directorate General for Health and Consumer
Policy (DG Sanco) to present the first results of the IMPACT
study followed by a street performance on Rond Point Schu-
man aimed at attracting attention amongst EU officials and
the public at large.

The campaign will continue throughout the coming months
running parallel to the completion of the IMPACT study in
July. EFCCA will cooperate with the European Crohn’s and
Colitis Organisation (ECCO) - which represents the medical
profession - in preparing an analysis of the final study results
and in presenting recommendations to Members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament in autumn this year.

About EFCCA

EFCCA was founded in 1990 and is an umbrella organisation
representing 27 national patients’ associations from 26 Eu-
ropean countries and over 1 million people living with IBD.
EFCCA aims to work to improve life for people with IBD and
give them a louder voice and higher visibility across Europe.
We would like to share some of the activities that our mem-
bers in Europe and our colleagues worldwide are organising
on IBD World Day:
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